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Opera Unite is a way to directly share content on your computer with any other device that can be connected to the Internet. There is no third party involvement. Your files and folders remain stored on your computer. You are the only one who needs to be using the Opera Browser. Unless you are sharing specific types of documents, the devices can even have different operating systems.

Unite, like everything Opera, is completely customizable. You decide what parts of it you want to use.

[image: image1.emf]When setting up your Opera Unite, you will need to enter your My Opera user name and password. If you don't already have one, you can create them. Just remember that this will be your global name in Opera (including email, blogging and networking). When I chose mine I just thought it would just be for my email address.

You create your Opera Unite through the Panels tab in the appearance box. There are different ways to get there:

1. Press the Shift-F12 keys combination.

2. Click on the Opera Button in the upper left corner and then click Appearance.

3. Right click in an empty spot on the Speed Dial page and then click Appearance.

4. Right click anywhere on any bar (except the Task Bar) anytime, click customize, and then click Appearance.

Once you have the Appearance box, you need to be on the Panels tab. Check the Unite box and decide where you want the Panels Bar located. I have mine on the left, but it can also be on the right or float. If you use the Stratus Bar, the Unite symbol will also appear there.
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To open Unite, click on the Unite button in the Panels Bar, or use the drop down menu from the main Opera button in the upper left hand corner of your screen. The red box contains an enlargement of the Unite icon.
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Once the Unite Panel is open, you will see 4 symbols on top of a list of items. Hovering your pointer over an item will activate an explanation of that item.

To add Unite applications use the plus sign
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or the drop down menu the triangle activates.
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Unite only works when you are connected to the Internet, but you can be online without your files being accessible. The start/stop and open symbols give you complete control. You must click on Opera Unite Home or one of your applications to activate these two symbols. Clicking either symbol can be used to install an application. Then use the start/stop symbol to turn your installed applications on or off.
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On installed applications the open symbol gives you an information page specific to that application. You can make password changes on this page. Sometimes I have to reenter it and click save again before it works..
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Now that you have access, you need to choose which applications you want to use. Clicking the plus symbol will take you to the Opera Unite applications page. Once there you might want to check out the User Guide.

[image: image8.emf]
Unite applications are divided into 5 categories: Sharing, Tools, Messaging, Fun and Miscellaneous. You can also search by: New, Recommended, Top Rated, Most Popular, and Authors. The first page will show you several application icons with short descriptions, a link for more details, and an install button.
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Clicking on the More Details link gives you a page on one application with a lot more information. 

This includes how to use it. And, yes, they do have at least one 3-D application.
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The following Sharing box directions are for documents and photos. What you want to share must be in a folder on your computer. Unite calls these folders a file. These files can be organized into a Unite folder, but I haven't done that yet. The size of your folder's contents is not limited. To quote the User Guide: “You can share as much data as you wish, because you are sharing data that is stored on your computer, rather than uploading it to be stored elsewhere. The only considerations may be overall bandwidth capacity and how incoming traffic impacts the running of your computer when your friends access a lot of your content.” Because you are only allowing access, your part is instantaneous. Your visitors, however, will have some wait time that depends on the size and type of items the want to access.

Click on the application you want to install, then Open or start it. The Unite system assigns a 4 letter password in the Sharing box. You may have to scroll to the top of the page to see this box. Passwords are case sensitive.
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[image: image12.emf]You can easily change the assigned password and could have a different password for each person or item you share. Only a-z, A-Z and 0-9 are allowed, but the size seems to be unlimited. I stopped trying after 60 characters were accepted. You can only see 10 characters in the password window. Click Save to finalize your new password. The Save button appears when you start typing the new password.

There are 2 URLs in the Sharing box. As long as your files are password protected, your visitors will need one of them. If you give them the URL in the green circle, you will also have to give them the password in the blue circle. Changing your password does not change this URL. The URL in the black circle contains your password. It changes every time your password does. Using this URL means your visitor doesn't need to enter your password.

Any changes made to the item being shared or the password will immediately change who has access. Even visitors who are already looking at that Unite item will be cut off. They will also be cut off if you use the Stop symbol. You have complete control over what and when you share.

The wrench symbol(s) in your Unite panel show which applications have been activated, even if your Unite isn't running Left clicking activates the Application Settings box. Right clicking in the application area provides a drop down box with 4 options.
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The Unite panel also shows the level of activity in your activated applications whenever one is running. This will include work you are doing (such as changing the password).
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There are also several ways to delete an application from your Unite panel. Two of the easiest are to right click and delete it, or drag it to your Unite Trash can.

Clicking in the Opera Unite Home area activates a page with summary information on your active applications and ways to make changes.
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If you disconnect from the Internet any Unite applications that are running will stop. Even if you log back on, your Unite applications need to be restarted. To open or start your applications you will need to log in to your Opera account. You can always look at available applications, but to install any of them you have to be logged into your Opera account. Don't worry, the log in page will pop up when you need it.

